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Relevant Statutes 

CGS § 52-570 authorizes 

individuals to file an action for 

malicious erection of structure 

against an adjacent property owner 

or lessee who erects a structure 

with the intent to annoy or injure the 

plaintiff 

CGS § 52-480 authorizes the court 

to issue an injunction against the 

erection of a structure intended to 

annoy or injure the plaintiff 
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Issue  

Does Connecticut have a “spite fence” law?  

 

The Office of Legislative Research is not authorized to 

provide legal opinions and this report should not be 

construed as such.   

 

Summary 

Connecticut law authorizes individuals to file suit against 

adjacent property owners or lessees who, with malice, erect 

a fence (or similar structure) that has no useful purpose but 

interferes with the plaintiff’s enjoyment of his or her property. When a claim is successfully made, 

the court typically orders the removal of the structure, or objectionable portion thereof. In some 

cases, courts may also award damages.  

 

This report summarizes CGS §§ 52-480 and 52-570 and related case law.  It does not address 

other claims that may be available to property owners aggrieved by a neighbor’s fence (e.g., private 

nuisance). 

 

Connecticut Statutes and Case Law 

Under Connecticut law, one may file a “malicious erection of structure” suit against an adjacent 

property owner or lessee of an adjacent parcel (CGS §§ 52-480 & 52-570, see sidebar). In order to 

make a successful claim, the plaintiff must prove that the defendant erected the structure with the 

“intent to annoy or injure” the plaintiff’s use of his or her land.  
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